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generations of hogs gone before that makes the old hog lot a menace to the young crop. A pig is one of the very few animals that must take its meals in its own manure. It is, therefore, a source of speculation that any of them reach a market.
Any lot adjoining a permanent central farrowing house soon becomes so laden with the various infections of hogs that it is a gamble as to how many pigs will pull through. The germ of this particular disease passes from the sick pig in the manure and when numbers are affected the yard quickly becomes a hotbed of disease and a source of great danger to healthy susceptible pigs.
To guard against this disease, the owner should make an extra effort to keep the little pigs away from the old lot until they are six months of age. After this there is very little danger. Provide a clean farrowing pen for the sow. Scald the floor of the pen with boiling water before the sow is put in. Bed her down with a foot of clean dry straw and replace frequently. Scrub the belly of the sow thoroughly with ivory soap and water. The ivory soap is preferred because it floats in the pail of water. Soon after the litter is farrowed and weather permits, the sow and her young should be transported to a clean pasture. Alfalfa or sweet clover are excellent. Keep the sow and litter there until the little pigs pass six months. After that the owner will be so agreeably surprised with their appearance that he will not consider their return to the old infected lots.
The idea should be abandoned that a dirty infected hog lot can be made safe by the application of any of the common disinfectants. They do absolutely no good when sprayed about the ordinary yard. One might make the lot smell a little better, but very little, if any, real disinfection would be done. Many hog-raisers salve their conscience when they turn a number of small pigs over to the tender mercies of a badly infected hog lot by scattering a coating of lime over the soil. The man who tries to cover up infection in this way is seldom, if ever, benefited. The only